Fighting for Peace in Wartime Germany
plain-clothes men. I was sitting at the chairman's
table and fortunately recognized the intruders im-
mediately. Within a moment the list of names had
vanished. The police approached our table.
" What is the purpose of this meeting ? Why have
you not notified the police, as was your duty ? " Dr.
Neubert, the chief, demanded.
" We are discussing swamp-draining as a necessary
national measure/5 I replied.
Dr. Neubert looked at Dr. Notter, who showed him
his manuscript, then at me.
" You interested in swamp-draining. Miss Sender ?
That does not convince me. We shall have to take
the names and addresses of all persons present."
Immediately this was done, with the result that
five or six of our visitors, well-known persons in Ger-
many, were arrested and brought to the police station.
The meeting was broken up.
Those of us who had escaped met in the street.
What now?
" One of us must attend to the job of having our
prisoners freed. The rest must carry through the con-
ference," I said.
" But how can we do that ? Nobody will give us a
meeting-place."
" Nature will give it to us," I retorted. " All our
friends must be informed of the exact place in the
near-by forest, a somewhat remote spot. We shall post
our guards around to warn us in case anything sus-
picious is noticed."
This plan was carried through. Again we met, this
time in the evening and better on our guard. Stand-
ing, we discussed and settled all our business undis-